Introduction to 1 John:                                                                

The Word of Life

Who was John?

In his youth: ambitious, intolerant, zealous and explosive; at times behaving like an extremist, a bigot, a harsh and reckless man who was selfishly committed to his own narrow perception of the truth.
1) Luke 9:49-50 Now John answered and said, “Master, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we forbade him because he does not follow with us.  But Jesus said to Him, Do not forbid him, for he who is not against us is on our side.  

2) Luke 9:51-54 As they went, they entered a village of the Samaritans, to prepare for Him.  But they did not receive Him, because His face was set for the journey to Jerusalem.  And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, “Lord, do you want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?”

3) Mark 10:35-37 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to Him, saying, “Teacher, we want You to do for us whatever we ask.”  And He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for you?”  They said to Him, “Grant us that we may sit, one on Your right hand and the other on Your left, in Your glory.

When he wrote: (Around 90 AD) 3 years with Jesus began to transform a self-centered fanatic into a mature man of balance.  He was moving, in the words of Ephesians 4, toward “the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ” and he had ultimately learned to “speak the truth in love” (vv 13,15) 

He has matured; he has endured much persecution; and by the time he writes these letter he is the lone surviving Apostle.

Earns the title “the apostle of love” by the fact that he speaks on the topic of love far more than any other NT writer…

Love: 119 (57) J, 16 Mt; 10 Mk;  20 Lk


But John’s definition of love was not some whimsical, feel-good definition of today.  John believed that love was expressed in truth.  

Consider how frequently he used the following words: 

Believe: 113-in all writings (103-in Gospel alone) 10 in Matt; 18 in Mark; 12 in Luke = 40 times total in other 3 gospels

Know: 170 (125), 41 Mt; 32 Mk; 49 Lk = 122 total

Truth: (27) J; 1 Mt; 3 Mk; 1 in Lk = 5

Who was John writing to?

The early church, intended to be a circular letter—thus addressing a number of churches.  He was the lone Apostle who withstood persecution (possibly being boiled in a vat of oil—yet unsuccessfully silencing him) and was highly revered by the church of the day.  Churches that were likely made up of many young followers; many likely were in their 20’s and 30’s.  We get this sense from the fact that John refers to them as little children on at least 8 occasions. And thus, this letter comes as if from a grandfather/elder in the faith is taking the time to speak into the life of young men and women who are zealous to make much of Christ—men that were much like him when he was in his 20’s and began his faith journey with Christ.

In this John finds great excitement.  The possibilities and potential of the church bring great joy to John’s heart.  And he is writing with great anticipation.  We see this particularly in 2:12ff where John affirms their sins had been forgiven, they know Him, they have overcome the evil on, and they are strong; and the word of God abides in them.  

Thus John affirms their faith; later on saying, I have not written to you because you do not know the truth, but because you know it, and that no lie is of the truth. (2:21).

Why was John writing?

He states 4 purposes of His letter:

1) Joy (1:4)

2) Holiness (2:1)

3) Truth (2:26)

4) Assurance (5:13)

And upon this purpose John sets out to warn the church against the false teachings that are arising.  There are so many things that Christians today, and then, disagree on…yet one thing we cannot disagree on is namely who Jesus is.  For it is in Jesus that our joy, holiness, doctrine and assurance rest.  

His (/John’s) desire for the readers of the gospel was that through the record of the life of Jesus they might receive life. His desire for the readers of the epistle is that they might fully enjoy the life they had received. ~John MacArthur

Who is Jesus Christ?  Not was, is; because Hebrews 13:8 is true; He is the same yesterday, today and forever more.

Virgin born, sinless and one of the most important prophets ever—Muslims; An enlightened teacher- Hindu; A wise guru- Buddhist; was the first created one inferior to God- JW; the ½ brother of Lucifer-Mormons
But John said He is the Word of Life; He is Eternal Life who was with the Father.  

1) He said He was God- not many (nor any except Jesus) credible people in history have claimed to be God.  Mohammed never claimed to be God; Buddha never claimed to be God; Gandhi never claimed to be God—but Jesus…He did 

a. I and My Father are One.  Then the Jews took up stones again to stone Him.  Jesus answered them, Many good works I have shown you from My Father.  For which of those works do you stone Me?  The Jews answered Him, saying, “For a good work we do not stone You, but for blasphemy, and because You, being a Man, make Yourself God.”- John 10:30-33

b. Before Abraham was, I AM- John 8:58

2) He said He was from heaven-

a. For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent me- John 6:38

3) He said He was the only way to heaven.  You must believe in Him.

a. I am the way, the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father but by me- John 14:6

b. I am the resurrection and the life, he who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. – John 11:25

c. I am the door of the sheep…if anyone enters by Me, he will be saved… John 10:7,9

d. Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life- John 6:47

e. For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believes in Him will not perish but have everlasting life- John 3:16

4) He said He was sinless

a. Which of you convicts Me of sin?  And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me? (John 8:46)

5) He showed Himself to be a friend to sinners

a. Recorded Samaritan woman account (huge shift from Luke 9:54- Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did) 

b. Records the account of the woman caught in adultery (John 8). 

c. Likely heard Jesus’ cry: Father forgive them, for they know not what they do.  Luke 23:34

d. Rebuked by Jesus in Luke 9:55-56 But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You do not know what manner of spirit you are of.  For the Son of Man did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them.”

6) He forgave sin

a. You are from beneath, I am from above.  You are of this world; I am not of this world.  Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that I AM, you will die in your sins- John 8:24

b. Mark 2:5- Son, your sins are forgiven you.

7) He showed His dominion over creation and history (creation and the cross)

a. Healed lepers, cleansed sick; raised the dead; fed 5,000-25,000 with a sacked lunch; calmed the storm, walked on the water

b. Predicted Peter’s denial; predicted His betrayal; predicted His death, burial and resurrection; predicted His ascension (batting 1.000) 

8) He openly and readily received worship

a. And Thomas answered and said to Him, “My Lord and My God!”  Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed.  Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” John 20:28-29

b. The disciples in the boat: Matthew 14:33- Then those who were in the boat came and worshiped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God” 

9) He died on a cross and yet, 3 days later rose from the dead

a. John was there at the cross.  And John was the first man at the empty tomb.

10) He changes peoples lives 

a. These are all things John saw Him do in the days He walked on the earth. And the very fact that we refer to John as the apostle of love is testimony to the fact that Jesus changes lives.  He took a mean-spirited, bigoted young man who was zealous for the truth; and seemingly devoid of love; and over the course of his lifetime Jesus transformed John into the caring, loving and truth-bearing grandfather of the faith that we read from in his gospel and letters.

Testifying to the Truth/Go Tell Somebody

1 John 1:1-4

Last week we saw:

1) He said He was God- 

2) He said He was from heaven-

3) He said He was the only way to heaven
4) He said He was sinless

5) He showed Himself to be a friend to sinners

6) He forgave sin

7) He showed His dominion over creation and history (creation and the cross)

8) He openly and readily received worship

9) He died on a cross and yet, 3 days later rose from the dead

10) He changes peoples’ lives 

Over the Course of History Men have said many things:

“I am an historian, I am not a believer, but I must confess as a historian that this penniless preacher from Nazareth is irrevocably the very center of history. Jesus Christ is easily the most dominant figure in all history.” H.G. Wells, British author (1866-1946)

Jesus cannot be the only way to Heaven.    ~ Oprah

“…No one can read the Gospels without feeling the actual presence of Jesus. His personality pulsates in every word. No myth is filled with such life.” Albert Einstein, physicist and atheist (1879-1955)

This is what others are saying about Jesus; my question for you tonight is simply this…

What are you saying about Jesus?

1) John knew who Jesus was. (John 1:1-4)

a. The intensity of John’s testimony—seen in the repetition used…really trying to communicate that he knows what he saw

For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 2 Peter 1:16

i. Repetition enhances the intensity of the experience…To behold; to watch

ii. Heard, seen (with our eyes), looked at; touched (with our hands); seen; seen; heard…               eōrakamen (3 x’s)

How many of you have seen my car?  How many of you have looked upon it?  2 days ago, the guy at Abra—this is a good and used car

b. The intimacy of John’s testimony—Draw near to Him and He will draw near to you.

Not some distant onlooker; he moves in closer in verse 1—seen; heard; looked; touched…

c. The conclusion of John’s testimony: Jesus is the Word of Life.            (1 John 5:11-12)
Your sharing will never exceed your surety.  If you are sure Jesus is God, you may share Him as such. If you are sure Jesus loves sinners; you may share Him as such.  If you are sure Jesus is the only way to heaven, you may share Him as such.  If you are sure Jesus isn’t who He said He was, you won’t share Him as He was. 

Do you have faith in who Christ is?  If not, where does faith come from?  Faith comes by hearing; and hearing by the Word of God (Romans 10:17).

Intimacy with Christ will always give way to ministry for Christ.  As you experience His love; you will express His love.

2) John knew what his job was

a. Proclamation- 

i. V. 2- testify/bear witness = martureo add...testimony (1), attested (1), 

ii. V. 3- declare-apangello- bring word; take word, declare, announce, tell 

b. Purpose-

So that you too may have fellowship with us, and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ

There is a horizontal aim and a vertical aim in Paul’s proclamation

Sinner = Righteous; Dead in sin = Alive in Christ; Enslaved to sin = Enslaved to Christ

The aim of John’s testimony was to bring them into fellowship in the gospel.  The word koinonia conveys partnership and participation more than it does pot lucks; it is no less than friendship; but it is far more than friendship.  It is fellow soldiers fighting alongside one another; it is sharing in something; it speaks of valuing that which another values.
What does the Father value?  His Son.  His creation.

Shared doctrine is the basis for Christian fellowship.  Fellowship is based on facts about God/theology; not merely feelings and experiences.  (ACTS 2:42; 1 COR 1:9)  Though feelings accompany facts, like Jesus seeing the multitudes felt compassion as they were like sheep without a shepherd.  Compassion that doesn’t lead to action is merely an emotional reaction and ultimately a distraction.

the fellowship of the ministering to the saints. (2 Cor. 8:4)

they gave me and Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the Gentiles (Gal 2:9)

And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them. (Eph 5:11)

I thank my God upon every remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine making request for you all with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from the first day until now, (Phil 1:3-5)

The aim of John’s testimony was to bring them into fellowship with God the Father and His Son. 

Proclamation shows he was passionate for the truth.  

Purpose he was passionate to see people transformed.

c. Persuasion—If you are mindful of the purpose for your proclamation, it will compel you to further persuade men.

Knowing the fear of the Lord… we go in the love of the Lord. (2 Cor. 5) to proclaim the name of the Lord…in a manner that is persuasive.  John’s argument is persuasive; he could have just said who Jesus wasn’t but he didn’t…

3) John knew where true joy was from… namely fellowship with the Triune God  (2 Corinthians 13:14)

Psalm 16:11- In God’s presence is the fullness of joy.

John 15:9-12 

“As the Father loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love. 
11 “These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and that your joy may be full. 12 This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.

Therefore do not let your good be spoken of as evil; 17 for the kingdom of God is not eating and drinking, but righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. Romans 14:17

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, Gal 5:22 

Ask in My name; according to My nature…only happens if you are abiding in Him (John 16:24)

These things we write that our joy may be made complete

Find great joy in bringing people into fellowship with God through proclaiming the gospel of Christ.  Enjoy it.  He wants you to.  

Deuteronomy 28:47—because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and with gladness of heart…

12 Having many things to write to you, I did not wish to do so with paper and ink; but I hope to come to you and speak face to face, that our joy may be full. 2 John 12

These things we write that your joy may be made complete

Knowing that in God’s presence is the fullness of joy; the aim of John’s epistle was to bring those who would read the letter to a deeper knowledge of who God is and what He had done.

The fullness of joy speaks to not merely the full existence; but also to the full experience of that joy.  Joy fully experienced is joy freely expressed.  If the fruit of the Spirit is love; and you are fully experiencing the love of God; you will also be freely expressing the love of God. 

I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth. (3 John 1:4)

“A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic – on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg – or else he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God; or else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill him as a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.” 
~ C.S. Lewis, British author (1898-1963)

So who do you say Jesus is?  No greater question.  Yet a question that accompanies it is this; Who will you say Jesus is this week?

Struggle Based Assurance 

1 John 1:5-2:2

(I cannot locate this sermon on my current computer…however, if I were to preach it again I would preach on Struggle Based Assurance.  And note that assurance comes in His presence; and in His presence His light exposes our darkness and we constantly wage war against our sin and flesh.  To say we haven’t sinned or have no sin are indications that we are not His.  Yet the truth that we must struggle doesn’t negate that we are called to sin not.  We can’t take our sight of sin lightly or positively.  We must turn to Christ from our sins constantly.  Luther said it right in his 95 Theses when he stated that our lives should be marked by repentance.)

Obedience Based Assurance

(1 John 2:3-6)

1. Obedience flows from knowing God

a. The present assurance: By this we know…

continual, present reality (Make your election sure)

b. The past encounter: that we know Him/we have

come to know Him—past, completed action with continual, ongoing effect

c. The proof of knowing God: if we keep His commandments: Obedience and reverence

If you have no inclination or desire for His word; and no brokenness over the apathy in your heart toward His word you have every reason to doubt your salvation.

If you know what His word says and you carelessly choose to not follow it, then again, you have every reason to doubt your salvation.  Because those He saves, He also commands.  You can’t accept Him as your Savior and not your Lord.  Notice it does not say, by this we know that we know Him, if we feel affection for Him.  Love is not a feeling; it is a choice.  And when it comes down to it, your obedience is evidence of your love for God.

2. Obedience is the fruit of loving God—it’s the mature sign of life that shows that you really love God. 

Love of God has been perfected; has reached its goal; the end to which it was seeking to take you to.

If you love me you will keep My commandments. John 14:15

We sin because we don’t love Him.  We don’t love Him because we don’t know Him.  We don’t know Him because we don’t spend time with Him.  We don’t spend time with Him because we don’t see the need.  We don’t see the need because of pride.

If you love is lacking start spending more time with.  Think about Him.  Who He is.  What He has done. Talk to Him.  Praise Him for His person.  Thank Him for His provision.  Acknowledge His position of authority.  Seek to know His plan.  Confess your sins.  Don’t just talk to Him.  Listen to Him.  Allow His Spirit to bring to heart Scripture to answer or affirm what you are saying.  If there is no Scripture in your heart, confess that to Him and open the Book.  Memorize it so you can meditate on it.

Read His word relationally, not religiously.  Make it your aim to get to know God.  Make it your aim to know Him more today than you knew Him yesterday.  If you know Him more, you will love Him more.  And when you love Him more, you will obey Him more.  And when you obey Him more, you’ll want to know Him more; and in this type living He will get glory and you will get to know Him; which means you get what is good.

3. Obedience was exemplified by Christ.

Sensitive to the Father’s will

Matthew 4:1-2 Fasted and prayed for 40 days.

In the early morning, while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house, and went away to a secluded place, and was praying there. (Mark 1:35)

But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the wilderness and pray. (Lk 5:16)
…saying, "Father, if You are willing, remove this cup from Me; yet not My will, but Yours be done." Luke 22:42

Submissive to the Father’s will

Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me and to accomplish His work. (John 4:34)

John 5:30 By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him who sent me.

For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me. (John 6:38)

Specifics of the Father’s will

Sanctification is God’s will. (1 Thessalonians 4:3, Romans 12:2); Spirit filled is God’s will. (Ephesians 5:17-18); Salvation of men is God’s will (1 Timothy 2:4; 2 Peter 3:9).  

If you were to watch my son as he attempts to imitate me, you would know one thing for certain…he wants to be like His daddy!  Let it be of how you failingly attempt to imitate your Father—that you want to be like Him.

God’s Word is the lamp; God’s word revives your soul; God’s word brings life; God’s word carries the power—after hearing that, if you say, Mike, that is good and all but I don’t have time for the Word—oh dear friend… 

You don’t have time not to spend in the word.  D.L. Moody made it known that he had too much to do in life that he couldn’t afford to not spend hours in prayer and in the Word.  Do you love Him? 

Love Based Assurance

1 John 2:7-11

Love is an act of the will (a choice), accompanied by emotions (not driven by, nor devoid of), that leads to action (1 John 3:18) on behalf of its object (Romans 5:8).  Vodie Baucham’s definition that I like…

Read 1 John 2:7-11

1. Love is not trivial.

a. The oldness of the command- you can find the command in Leviticus 19:18 (love your neighbor as yourself); Deuteronomy 6:5- heart, soul and might

From the beginning—refers to the beginning of their walk with Christ, from the get go of hearing the gospel—we are all prone to follow new trends; but John says—the message is one that you have heard from the beginning—

b. The newness of the command—

i. Fully demonstrated in Christ- Romans 5:8; John 13; 

ii. Freely dispensed in the Holy Spirit- Romans 5:5; Ephesians 3: 14-15

Christ, the light of the world, came to dispel the darkness of sin and ignorance and to inaugurate the era of light and love…but as long as the new age is inaugurated but not yet consummated (as it will be at Christ’s second coming), the old age is still in being.  Believers who belong spiritually to that age live temporally in this age.  Although the true light is already shining, the darkness has not passed completely away, it is in the process of passing away.
 

 F.F. Bruce

ISAIAH 60 (Highlight in your mind vv 1-5, and 19-22)

…He has been a man living between two worlds.  

c. The magnitude of the command—old and new; it is vital, important; want something fresh and exciting—look at the cross, experience and dwell on that love…never stray far from the cross

“Owe no one anything except to love one another; for he who loves another has fulfilled the law.  For the commandments, You shall not commit adultery, you shall not murder, you shall not steal, you shall not bear false witness, you shall not covet, and if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, namely, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  Love does no harm to a neighbor, therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” Romans 13:9-10

2. Love is not situational.

a. The present tense—and hates/is hating; who loves/is loving; he who hates/is hating; continual, ongoing action

b. The absent traits— notice that it doesn’t describe the brother you are not allowed to hate; or you are commanded to love—but Mike, he is annoying; she is overbearing; they are gossips; they have hurt me… love isn’t dependent on the person in question, but rather the Person and Presence of Christ

“For all the law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed by one another” Gal 5:14-15

3. Love is not natural.

The fact that love is not trivial, nor is it situational is rooted in the truth that it is not natural.  Love is a gift from God; it describes one of the fundamental qualities of God.  God is light (holiness, separated nature).  God is love (compassionate, together nature).  Light speaks to his otherness; love speaks to his nearness.

The kind of love that John is referencing is not natural, and cannot be taught by man.  We are not born loving individuals.  We can be taught a form of love—compassion; care for common man—but this isn’t the love John is referring to in 1 John 2:9-11.  The kind of love John is referencing is the love that Christ showed while on this earth.  We know this because of how he introduced the command to love one another, calling it an old command which begged us to look at 2 John 5; and then saying it was new and that took us to the very words of Christ in John 13:34 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, as I have loved you, that you also love one another.”  

The kind of love he is calling us to in 1 John 2 isn’t; Barney type love; the, I love you, you love me, we’re a happy family!”


It’s actually quite the opposite.  The kind of love he is calling us to is…

“I love you, even though you hate me; you defame me; you despise me; you loathe me; you reject me; you steal from me; you cheat on me; you ignore me--won’t you be a part of my family.”

This is Christ coming down type love.  This is Christ on the cross type love.  Such love is not natural.  

This in mind let’s read 1 John 2:9-11. 
1st truth I want you to see tonight is a simple one…

1)  Hatred is a SEPARATION Problem.

Look with me at Genesis 1.  God created the heavens and the earth; God made man and woman in His image; he told them to be fruitful, multiply and fill the earth and subdue it.  Implied in this command was “do it together.”  Community.  If ever 2 persons on the earth had known what true love was, it was Adam and Eve. Why you ask?  Because they knew God unashamedly.  They were untainted by sin; unhindered by jealousy, animosity, anger; pain and hurt from the past.  And in knowing God freely, with no effect of sin upon their heart, they knew love fully.  They loved God; and they loved each other.  Common place, common passion, common purpose, distinct positions (I believe this because of how the curse was set out; women are cursed in home life; men are cursed in work life…)

This is the way God wired us to work.  To enjoy fellowship with Him and each other.  To be desirous of love and to be dispensers of love.

Fast forward to 2:7—where, having sinned, having eaten the fruit, their eyes were opened to good and evil; and sin began to mar the perfect community they once knew and a fracture occurred.  A fracture between man and woman (seen in 2:7 when they sew fig leaves to hide themselves from each other) a fracture between man and God as seen in 2:8 when they hid themselves amongst the trees (and by the way, I don’t think Adam and Eve hid together, I don’t even know if they didn’t sew their garments separately…I mean the shame may have separated them more than we see in the kid’s pictures) And the separation in both of these is brought into widescreen viewing in 2:12 when Adam, presented with a chance to protect and guard his wife, to nourish and care for her well-being, totally missed it.  Instead of owning up to his sin, he points the blame to her so as to alleviate the burden upon himself.  And in this further separation occurs between man and woman (do you ever wonder if Eve brought this back up at the dinner table), and further separation between God and man, as Adam ultimately is declaring, it is your fault God.

And in the essence of hate is this very concept of separation.  If you look hatred up you will find this definition, “intense hostility and aversion, usually deriving from fear, anger or a sense of injury.” 

Aversion means, turning away.  Hatred separates us from them; and it also seeks to separate the object of our hatred from anything that is good.  In Adam’s case, his hatred for Eve was shown in how he sought to drive a wedge further between Eve and God.  We may not think of Adam as hating Eve, but his lack of love was proof of hate.

It’s easy to say we love people; but when we lay it up against 1 Corinthians 13 it becomes abundantly clear that our love for them is not what it ought to be.

And we do the same thing Adam did.  If someone gets something we feel we deserve, ie the attention of a guy/girl; recognition from a group—it is natural to resent that person/ to be jealous of that person.  And knowing love is free of jealousy, realize hate is fueled by it.  Or maybe you are struggling with a person because they have hurt you; maybe they annoy you; they are not like you.  And know this, it is easy to say you “love” people, but if you were honest, hatred has a natural home in the sinfulness of our hearts.

Ever since the fall, love has not come natural to mankind.  Genesis 3 lends further evidence of this, in that, the curse upon man frustrates the very command of togetherness/of love.  In Genesis 3 women are cursed with a desire for their husband…and guys, before you get excited…let me read 1 of the other 2 times it is used… Genesis 4:7.

Not only that…look at the curse on man.  God wired men to cultivate and to build.  To subdue and have dominion.  And yet, in 3:18 that which he is commanded to subdue now will resist his subduing it.  I want you to nurture, invest, cultivate and know this…even when you do it with diligence it may not bring about what you expect.  It will be difficult.  And thus, we see resistance enter the picture.  And with difficulty rises grounds for feelings of futility and a spirit of passivity.  Feelings of “I can’t” are a horrible breeding ground for hatred.  For the moment a man comes along who can; who does things bigger and better—within the heart of natural man will rise anger and hatred. 

Modern day example—mid-life crisis.  Older men made aware of what they haven’t done, primarily by seeing what others have done.  

Biblical example…Genesis 4.  Cain’s sacrifice not acceptable; Abel’s was.  Translation in the heart of a sinful MAN—Abel is better than me; I must destroy Abel.  

Thus, competition is a breeding ground for contempt.  And contempt is in stark contrast to community.

So this is the truth of the human heart.  It was wired for love.  To be loved and to show love.  To be loved by God and man; and to show love to God and man.  We were wired for love, to be together with one another and God, but we are isolated by sin.  And thus, hatred finds a natural home in the heart of fallen man.

The message of the Gospel is this.  You were wired for fellowship with God.  You were created for community and that is why, within you there is a deep longing for belonging.  To be loved and to love.  And though you were wired this way; sin has fractured your heart.  Your heart is broken because you are not receiving the love you are craving; your heart is hard because you are not giving the love you are craving.  And in this state of hatred, isolation and desperation enters Christ.  Enters the cross.  And on the cross the sin that separated you was paid for in full; it can be cast as far as the east is from the west; removed—that is what forgiven means.  Thus, in the greatest demonstration of love the world has ever known, sin is removed, and love can again be known in a manner similar to the way Adam and Eve knew it/ I say similar simply because we still wrestle with our sin nature; and there are times when sin lurks its head; where hatred finds itself sneaking in.  When that happens what we need to do is consider again the love of God.  The love of God will always drive out our hatred toward man.  Why?  Because love never sidesteps the issues at hand.  If you are harboring hate toward a brother, you are not enjoying the love of God the way you could be.  I know this, because if you were, the hate would be relinquished. Why?  Because love seeks the other’s good, and hatred kills a person and thus God’s love will seek out the hate in your heart and annihilate it—if you allow it to. Love never sidesteps the issues at hand.  Proof—look at 1 John 3:17.  

Hatred is a sight problem.  (1 John 2:9-11)

I want you to see something else; hatred is at the core a sin problem.  Moving one layer out, hatred is a sight problem.  Hatred is rooted in pride.  This is clear just in considering the reason we hate is because in someway we have been or fear being hurt/hindered.  Thus hate rises when I am not exalted.  

Hate is rooted in pride.  

Biblical support to this observable truth is found in reading Proverbs 10:12 and 13:10 together.  

Hatred stirs up strife             By pride comes nothing but strife.  

1 John 2:9 says, whoever hates his brother is in darkness still/until now.  In the light we see ourselves, our sin, our Savior; and likewise we see others, and if we see their sin, we see it in a similar light to ours…that which needs forgiveness. 

When we hate we see a problem rather than a person.  In that regards pornography and hatred are on par with one another.  Because pornography takes a soul and turns it into an object.  Hatred takes a soul and turns it into an object.  Both seeking to destroy/ignore the soul, all for the sake of self and personal gain.  

And in seeing the problem, rather than the person.  We fail to see God’s promise, provision and plan.

Joseph and his brothers.  If ever someone had the right to hate—it was Joseph.  They thought he valued himself more than them by boasting; they proved they valued themselves more than him by selling him.  Pride in others is usually most difficult to deal with by those who are most prideful.  

If ever someone had the right to feel rejected, alone, angered and to seek revenge…it was Joseph.

But did he?  No?  And in not doing so, he was able to see God’s plan play itself out in the long run.  Had he been focused on his hatred for his brother he could have lashed out at work; he could have devised a plan to destroy his brother when he rose to power in Egypt, or at least Potiphar’s wife.  Yet this would have caused him to miss seeing God through it all.  That is the greatest blindness brought on by hatred; we become blind to God’s hand.  For in looking to God we see One full of love, grace, forgiveness, mercy, gentleness, patience, enduring and never-changing.  It is impossible to be gazing at God and basking in the glory of His light and be harboring hatred for a brother.

The final thing I want you to see is that hatred is a serious problem (2:11), because it prevents you from following the Lord.  It prevents you from moving forward.  It cripples your heart.  As you continue to hate, your heart continues to harden.  

Humanity is desperately searching for love.  It was wired for it. To receive it and to give it.  This whole thing is about loving people.  And, I’m doing a lot of stuff that love has nothing to do with and I think that is true of you to.  People in the Bible sure are.  Every book is struggling with it.  I mean the Corinthians were struggling with it.  They were arrogant.  They were using spirituality in a way that was bringing attention to themselves and hurting other people’s feelings…the Corinthians were a mess.  Philippians had problems with it…the letter of Philippians was a thank you note, yet in it Paul exhorts them to be like Christ, to remember the kindness and humility of Christ; and at the end he yells at Euodia and Synthche—get along, And so he is talking to the Philippians and he is saying, y’all need to be nicer to each other. And we struggle with that.  Galatians struggled with it.  The Galatians got to the place where loving one another was tough, and so they got to a place where they decided to dumb spirituality down a shade and make it about something else.   They said, loving people is a hassle so I will dumb it down and make it about keeping a list of rules I make.  And if I keep them, I’m spiritual.  You ever see people do that.  You want to be happy before God, but loving people is a hassle, so I’ll just make sure I have a quiet time, go to this meeting…and that way, I don’t have to deal with you. (Derived from a point made by Matt Chandler)
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 13—you can speak with the tongues of angels—you can give ecstatic worship, you can preach the best sermon you can gather the biggest crowd—but man, if you do it without love you are a hollow sound at best; and a hollow heart at worst—pointless or pagan.

But maybe talking and ecstatic worship isn’t your gig…maybe you’re a book guy.  Maybe you, rather than love people that are a hassle, choose to read all the systematic theology books, maybe you read all the smart people, you get this deep, rich theological education; and maybe you read all the old dead guys, where someone says, hey have you read C.S. Lewis and you’re like, C.S. Lewis, finished him as a freshman…in High School.  I am on to Jonathan Owens now.  Let me know when you get there; maybe we can talk then.  

Or maybe you are neither of those, you think it is more about what you give than what you know so you give everything away to salvation army/ you volunteer your time at 4H camps and help feed baby chicks; you go to youth camps and are known around town as the guy who will do anything and everything…yet when it comes down to it you aren’t working out of a love for others, but a love for self.  If you do any of this stuff, and you don’t have love—you are pointless at best and pagan at worst.  

Your lack of love is serious because not only is it blinding, and thus prevents you from seeing people; it is blinding in that it keeps you from seeing yourself.  Look what it says in verse 11; whoever hates his brother is in darkness and walks in darkness; and does not know where he is going—do you see something in that verse… the person is moving.  He is advancing somewhere; but he doesn’t know where he is going.

He doesn’t know what he is doing.  He goes.  He does.  But he fails to love.  He fails to love.  And thus he has a hatred that is harming him.  I say this is serious because in my heart I fear that hatred hinders this night; and it hinders this church from ever becoming a full community.  And for some instances it is outspoken obvious hatred; people are feuding and fighting and so they are avoiding church.  But then for most, it is unseen, unidentified hatred that keeps some from coming; either physically coming or totally coming.  (MC)

Mike isn’t that overanalyzing the idea.  Wouldn’t it be better to think that people are just too busy to come?  It would be easier to think that way.  But I don’t think it would be as productive.  Because I hear people all the time tell me they can’t make it to church on Sunday or Wednesday because they have homework; or school is whipping their tail—but in the same breath they can talk to me how they sat and watched a football game for 3 hours.  And I can instantly, in that moment, say, their priorities are messed up.  Or I can ask; “Is there something going on that makes them think 3 hours of football will be more edifying to their life than 3 hours at church?”

People long to belong, and if they don’t belong in church they can find a club somewhere on campus that they can belong to.

If makeshift love draws the masses, what might genuine, authentic, Christ honoring, non-boasting; patient, enduring; non-self-seeking love draw.  We can argue that the world doesn’t want to be a part of a place where they are confronted by the Bible; but perhaps that too would be the easy way out for us.  Perhaps it is worth asking, does the Gospel make them uncomfortable, or do I?  Does the gospel make them feel unwelcome and unloved, or do I?  Does the gospel make them feel unimportant, or is that just me that makes them feel that way?

“Is love undeniable in this place?”  Would I be overwhelmed with joy and a sense of belonging if I walked into this place unannounced and unknown?

And before this sermon becomes all about “College group.”  Hear me… if I am not loving, if we are not careful; the same reason people avoid me now, may be the same reason my children avoid me when they get in high school.  And church needs to be a place, not where we arrogantly separate ourselves from the unlovely; avoid the difficult persons; but rather engage them—challenge them—encourage them and invite them to be changed by Christ

I firmly believe a few things I am about to say, the last place the devil wants you all to be comfortable is in this church building.  He wants more than anything for you to feel like you belong elsewhere.  

1) God- you don’t belong with Him is the mantra of the enemy.

2) Family/home.  When the family/home is divided, Satan is happy…because the family unit was meant to communicate Christ.

3) The local church.  When the church is divided, Satan is happy.

4) The universal church.  BCM.  Other Christians.  When they are competing, Christ isn’t glorified; He is mocked.

5) The world.  He would like you to think that you don’t belong in the world either; there is no place for you. 

You need this church!  Why?  Because it is the church you are choosing to be a part of.  If we were at Bellevue I would say the same thing to their college.  You need a place where you are held accountable; where you are guarded by fellow laborers and where you hold others accountable. God help us that anyone would come here and feel a sense of unwelcome.  One of the reasons we don’t always do a time of handshaking is because I fear that you might feel that is enough.  And visitors may shake a few hands, but they won’t meet a single person.  

Is there anyone you harbor bitterness toward?  Anyone you are envious toward?  Confess that to God, repent.  But then, confess it to that person.  Though you may think they do not know, they know.  It is more obvious than you think when relationships are forced and when they are free.  

Love is serious.  Love is supernatural.  Love is vital; essential; crucial.  Want to find a person who changes the world; you will see a person who loves God and loves people.

Zach Seal Preached a Message on 1 John 2:12-14

His major summation was the fact that in Christ a person has the benefits of having their sins forgiven, knowing the Father, overcoming the wicked one and having the Word of God abide in him or her.

Worldliness

1 John 2:15-17

The moment versus the eternal.  Would you rather have the riches of Esau or the righteousness of Jacob?

Worldliness—(misconception) People who are not like me; people who go to bars, clubs, people who enjoy one night stands…not people who go to church.

Not me!  Not that guy!  Never would that happen to…

Demas… ran with Paul, served alongside Epaphras, a prayer warrior like no other; walked with Luke, knew of Mark, probably knew John 

(The book Worldliness by C.J. Mahaney was resourced)
Judas…desertion was very real to John, he had seen it up close and personal; when someone you serve alongside goes away it is tough

Cause you to doubt a lot of things; their authenticity, your authenticity, the gospel’s authenticity; He precursors this command with the reminder of who and what they have in Christ; and then he doesn’t play around!  He lays forth the command, he warns them about the danger of disobeying the command (explains to them what is meant by the command)

The Command: Do not love the world or the things of the world.

The what of the command:: (Genesis 1:26) not speaking of culture (not talking of movies; music—these are redeemable); (John 3:16) not speaking of people; not speaking of activities (intrinsically neutral-redeemable); speaking of a system that is in opposition/exclusive of God

Worldliness is the gratification and exaltation of oneself to the exclusion of God; a way of living that is based on this world and life alone (AU)

The why of the command:

You command things that don’t come naturally.  You don’t see commands for God’s people to breathe; to eat; to drink; (1 Cor. 10:31); we are creatures that have longings and desires (Ecclesiastes 3:11)

~We have flesh that wants; we have eyes that see; we have hearts that harbor pride

~Natural tendency of fallen man is to seek to satisfy that longing with the most accessible commodity

The world will provide many options for you to choose from that will fill the void/satisfy the desires you have

(For some, relief comes in the form of sex; drugs; sports; clothing; guys liking you; girls liking you)

We long for love; to be loved and to love!

The world offers itself freely; and your flesh and eyes accept it willingly; and your heart is deceitful above all things

Who this is speaking to: Mike isn’t this message something you need to talk to those out there; the people not here tonight… 

We saw Demas; we saw Judas; we see ourselves—we know how hard it is; the world pulls and we want to be pulled; we like attention; we like pleasure

Because I said so is sufficient reasoning.  John could have said the command and moved on

The Caution: a sobering statement that is not exclusive to John
If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.  For all that is in the world (the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life) is not of the Father, but is of the world.

~ No man can serve 2 masters (Jesus); 

~ James said, “Adulterers and adulteresses!  Do you not know that friendship with the world is enmity with God?  Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.” (4:4)


A simple truth: Love for the world pushes out love for God, and love for God pushes out love for the world.  

Passion for pleasure and pride in possessions.

And the passion for pleasure is described in two ways because there are two large classes of pleasure—physical and aesthetic. There is the lust of the flesh—bodily pleasures; and the lust of the eyes—aesthetic and intellectual pleasures.

Lust of the eyes- the love of beauty divorced from the love of goodness

The very love for the world is a denial of the life that we have in Christ.  To find your pleasure in pride in the world and the things of the world is to minimize the person and the work of Jesus Christ.

When someone sets his affections upon the cross and the love of Christ, he crucifies the world as a dead and undesirable thing.  The baits of sin lose their attraction and disappear.  Fill your affections with the cross of Christ and you will find no room for sin.

The Conclusion: There is a way that seems right unto men but the end thereof is death. 

Incentive #1:  And the world is passing away and the lust of it

~You go that way and you will die; you set your hearts affection on the world; you pursue the world you invest in the world—you are investing in a company that is sure to go bankrupt.  You are setting up your house on a sinking ship.  You are leaving your BMW unlocked and running as you go in to Hickory Ridge mall for a day of shopping.

You are asking for trouble.  You are asking for heartache.  Don’t do it.  If you set your heart on the world, when the world passes away, when the world is destroyed, you will be too.

Incentive #2: But he who does the will of God abides forever


~You go this way, you will live forever.  

I want you to see something in closing, the opposite of loving the world in verse 15 is what—loving the Father.

In verse 17 what is it?  It is doing the will of God.  

To love God and to do his will are synonymous thoughts.  The will of God for your life is your sanctification.  The will of God for your life is Christ living in you.  To do the will of God is synonymous with “keeping His commandments.”  And this is his commandment: That we should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another.  

For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.  And His commandments are not burdensome.  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world.  And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.  Who is he who overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God.  

We walk by sight and not by faith is the mantra of the worldly man.  

How do we respond to this message?  A couple of ways.

1) Are you engaging and loving the people of this world with the Gospel? 

2) Are you enjoying God in all that you do; or are you double minded in your love of the world and God?

3) What is the first thing you think of when you arise?  What is the last thing you think of as you go to sleep?

4) Is there anything that is driving your life?  Where are you spending your money?  Where are you spending your time?  What do you think on most often?  For some of you, honesty would reveal that your heart is being led by college football.  By so and so’s love/ approval of your life.  

Be careful.  John finishes this letter with the words, keep yourselves from idols.  Our hearts are idol workshops; we make idols out of anything and everything.  Guard your heart.  Do you love God?  Is their passion in your pursuit of Him?

1) You don’t know Him.

2) Your love has grown cold for Him 

To set your heart on it is only asking for heartache and misery in the end.
In The Last Hour

1 John 2:18-29

There are 3 activities that we as Christians need to be engaged in, in light of the truths found in 1 John 2:18-29.   

1) As Christians, we must BE AWAKE! (Divisional outline (3 Be A’s) taken from Adrian Rogers message on this passage)

Verse 18- Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that the antichrist is coming, so now many antichrists have come.  Therefore we know it is the last hour

Far too often, we can be lulled into the thinking of the prideful man described in Psalm 49:11.  Like him, if we aren’t careful our “inner thought will be such that believes our houses will last forever.”  We will find ourselves living in the now and giving no thought to the end.  And in verse 18 John continues the thought he began in 17, the fact that the world is passing away, and here he adds, “it is the last hour.”  In this he is referring to the fact that the day of the Lord’s return is imminent.  We do not know when he is returning, but if John believed it to be the last hour when he wrote, we have every right to believe that about today.  This statement surely invokes in us different responses.  

A sense of urgency is proper in light of it being the last hour.  The near future often dictates our present ventures.  What I mean by that, when it is 7:30 in the morning, a class is in the near future, say 8:00 am; has more bearing on what you will do at that moment, than a class at 8:00 pm would have on you.  The near future has more bearing on the present than the distant future.  Such logic then bears weight on John’s words…it is the last hour.  In Romans 13:11 Paul writes, And do this (love, share, obey), knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep, for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.” 
1 John 2:18 Children, time is just about up.  You heard that Antichrist is coming.  Well, they’re all over the place, antichrists everywhere you look.  That’s how we know that we’re close to the end. (Message)

It is no time to be sleeping.  It is the last hour.  This statement is a call to be focused on the task and to be faithful to the end.

The evidence of the time came from the prominence of opposition.  It was by the many antichrists who had come that John said, we know it is the last hour. And note this, don’t follow the crowds.  Many speaks of a great number; antichrists speaks of a dim future.

Knowing the time; Be awake.
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2) As Christians, we must BE AWARE! (AR)

We need to be aware of the threat; And in verses 19-26 John describes some things about the antichrists that we need to be aware of.

· Divide(19)… Christ desires to unite us in Him.  In John 17:22-23 He prays to the Father, “The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one even as We are one.  I in them and You in Me, that they may become perfectly one, so that the world may know that you sent Me and loved them even as you loved Me…in verse 19 it is clear that not all who are in the church are of the church… makes sense that the enemy would seek to separate us.  Antichrists thus carry out a ministry of separation.  Not only a ministry of separation, a ministry of degradation as well.  Look at verse 22.  Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ?  He is antichrist who denies the Father and the Son…what were they saying about Jesus? 

· Degrade (22)…

Perhaps they were saying what… 

The Jehovah’s Witnesses are saying…

Jesus was the archangel Michael before coming to earth, that he was a resurrected spirit who is not God and is not coming back bodily.

Or perhaps what the Mormons are saying…

Jesus was the ½ brother of Lucifer, created by the Father and Mother in heaven, that I too can be god like him, and that his death doesn’t atone for all sin.

Or what Muslims are saying…

Jesus was sinless, born of a virgin a great miracle worker and yet He was not the Son of God and was not crucified for our sins like the Muslims is degrading.


Or what many nominal Christians are saying…

To say that Jesus was the sinless Son of God, fully God and fully man, who died on the cross to save me from my sin, and He has no right to tell me what to do with my life or how I should live like the lukewarm and lost in our church is degrading.  

In saying any of these, they are degrading who Christ is.  This is where antichrists become most evident.  That makes sense, because the term antichrist means they are opposed first and foremost to the person of Jesus Christ.

And the worse thing about this is found in verse 23.

· Destroy (23)…to deny the Son is to forfeit the Father; the one who has the power to cast your soul into hell.  The one all mankind will stand before.  “But I…” This whole thing wasn’t about you, it was about My Son.” And thus, the ministry of degradation proves itself to be the ministry of damnation for man.  You will not get to heaven worshiping a Jesus of your own making.  It will not happen.

Finally, antichrists embark on a ministry of dissimulation. “The act when one hides under a false appearance.” 

· Deceive—when you look at all that defines the antichrist and his efforts to divide, degrade, and destroy—he seeks to accomplish all of this by one means—namely, deception.  If, in knowing the truth a person is set free, then he wants to do everything in his power to sell you a lie.  And tonight, if you get nothing else from what John is saying, hear this.  Hold fast to the truth.  As the writer of Proverbs 3:3 said it; “Let not mercy and truth forsake you, bind them around your neck, write them on the tablet of your heart.”

Knowing who the antichrists are, I want you to look at verse 26 and tell me; who does John say they were seeking to deceive…

YOU!  Fastforward 2000 years to today, and I believe the same is still true.  The need to be awake to the time and aware of the threat facing us is real.  What the world is selling isn’t innocent.  It is an attack on the souls of men.  

“What works for you is okay;” “whatever is true for you is true for you” are not Biblical mantras.  They are damnable attacks on the gospel.  If you proclaim the Gospel as truth for you, but not for others—they you aren’t proclaiming the Gospel.  You are degrading Christ and therefore you aren’t tolerant; you are ignorant, indifferent or belligerent to the Gospel.  

So, as Christians we need to be awake; we need to be aware…this brings us to the final truth peppered throughout this passage, but before we look at that…I want you to look at this picture…
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To know it is the last hour, to be aware of the enemy and his efforts is important; it is vital…but it also can be dangerous.  Because anytime a threat and a timeline are placed in a story; a hero arises.  And if we are not careful; we will find ourselves auditioning for that role.  And John wasn’t writing these words to find a hero to the problem; but rather—to remind the people of the hero—of their only hope—that being, God Himself.  

And in light of the clear and present danger before them, John’s ultimate plea to them was our 3rd point…

3) As Christians, we must BE ABIDING. (AR)

Look with me at verse 24-28. 

· Abide in the Spirit of God (20, 27)—who set you apart, and guides you into truth; verse 27 is not a license not to listen; but rather, not to give ear to voices that would add to the truth known to you—namely that truth found in the word of God.  Which is the 2nd command…

· Abide in the Word of God (21)—

· Abide in the Gospel of Christ--that you heard from the beginning, that has not changed, but that brought about the change in your life; 

· Abide in the Son of God—who is not only the object of our faith, but also the Author and Perfector of our faith, and who is coming again

· Abide in God the Father (24)

It is not my intention to speak on these individually, for the way in which they are given I do not believe John meant for them to be taken individually.  They are so intricately intertwined with one another that I believe to do one effectively is to do all of them.  

And not only that, I can not give you a list that says, if you are doing this, this and this then you are abiding in the Word of God; that you are in the will of God—for it is surely a matter of the internal first.  But I can share with you some things, that if you are not doing, then it should be clear in your heart that you aren’t abiding; for the internal will always effect the external.  And as we look at this, I remind you of grace and I remind you that none of us are where we need to be—but I pray that all of us want to get there; to a place where His Spirit is not only residing, but also presiding.  Where he isn’t just present; but He is also preeminent.  


In the command to abide; to remain, to dwell in the Spirit, the word, and the Son of God; and ultimately to abide in the Father

1) Setting your mind on things above (Romans 8:5)

2) Submitting to the word of God (8:7)

3) Struggling (putting to death) with the sin in your life (8:17)

4) Suffering loss for the glory of God (8:17)—If following Christ isn’t costing you anything, it may be because you aren’t following Him

5) Singing/speaking praises about God to other people (Ephesians 5:18ff, Colossians 3)

6) Submitting yourself to fellow brothers and sisters/ counting them more valuable than yourself (Eph 5; Philippians 2)

As Christians, when we are awake to the time; aware of the threats and abiding in the only One who is the Truth; we are free to enjoy His promise of life (    ); to enjoy His protection from lies (26) and to enjoy a sense of peace and confidence as we live (28)—knowing that we are prepared for the day we will stand before Him.

I don’t want to be ashamed on that day.  If you have never surrendered your life to Christ, if you have never truly repented of your sins; of living for yourself and for your glory; and if you have never put your faith in the person and work of Jesus Christ—then you are not abiding in Him.  

Romans 8:10-11 says it like this… And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life because of righteousness.  But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.  

Is He in you?  If not, I beg you…don’t want another moment. It is the last hour—what is meant to invoke focus and faithfulness in the heart of the follower, must surely invoke fear in the heart of the lost.  

If you are ignorant to the gospel we would love to answer any questions.  If you have been indifferent to the gospel…consider otherwise.

How Great A Love
1 John 3:1-11

Intro …Movie Blindside… 

(The 3 main points and first points 3 subpoints are from a message preached by Jeremy Westbrook on 1 John—the outline is a great insight into the text’s ultimate purpose—seeing the love of God)
Behold what kind of love—foreign; unknown; out of this world; cause for shock and awe.  Not a “Look at that Chevy” statement but rather look at that 14 year old who is 6’10; or look at that Chevy that is flying in the air—it is something foreign; out of this world.

1. God the Father adopted you. 

Who are you? John answers this question—we are the children of God; adopted, loved, chosen, cared for, living under His care, freed from the penalty of sin; With a new family comes a new head, new home; new hope; new help

Who will you be? freed from the presence of sin; sight not faith; sinless; bearing the image of God the way we were meant to; not marred by sin anymore; heaven will not be us ranking with Christ; but us reigning with Him—Romans 8:17, Mormons teach this passage speaks to an equal lot as Christ; yet 

Philippians 2:9 makes it clear—our knees will bow; our tongues will confess; so this is not a passage to hang Mormon doctrine upon; yet it is a passage to hang your hope on; to know that one day you won’t fight worry, fear; loneliness; you won’t struggle with lust; with anger; with hate; with pride—consider this—that in His presence pride isn’t a problem—that you will enjoy as you were meant to enjoy; that you will see Him

The man who knows that God is at the end of the road will make all life a preparation to meet his God.


Who should we be? fighting against the power of sin; how—by fixing our hope, faith, expectation on Him

Wife goes away…know when she returns vs. not knowing…If you knew you would wait…we don’t know so “Clean your house boys!” (Dr. Gray)
2. God the Son died for you

Sin is the work of Satan-- What sin is; what sin does—undoes the work of Christ; why sin is-fail to abide; from where sin comes; how sin is conquered…

Christ the Vicarious Sacrifice—he was our substitute; He died for our sins; His death paid the penalty for sin. (Romans 8:1; 2 Corinthians 5:21; Galatians 3:13; Is. 53)

C. H. Spurgeon writes: "If you believe in Jesus, that is to say, if you trust Him, all the merits of Jesus are your merits, are imputed to you; all the sufferings of Jesus are your sufferings. Everyone of His merits is imputed to you. You stand before God as if you were Christ because Christ stood before God as if He were you—He in your stead, you in His stead. Substitution! That is the word! Christ the Substitute for sinners—Christ standing for men and bearing the thunderbolts of the divine opposition to all sin, He “﻿being made sin for us who knew no sin.﻿” Man standing in Christ’s place, and receiving the sunlight of divine favor, instead of Christ.  
Christ the victorious Savior—His life provides the power to overcome sin (Romans 6:4-7-Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life….
Romans 6:22 But now having been freed from sin and enslaved to God, you derive your benefit, resulting in sanctification, and the outcome, eternal life

3. God the Spirit abides in you.

When the Spirit of God takes up residence in your life He brings with Him true life; new life; Look with me at John 3; 1 Peter 1:23

Ephesians 4:17-24; Colossians 3:5-17

New creation—slop bucket versus steak dinner

1 John 3:9—a direct defense to the teaching of the day that the spirit and body were separate; to sin didn’t effect the spirit; a theory of self-indulgence

Divine seed was an indication of superiority; to Christians it was an empowerment to purity

All of this; the fact that Christ died for us; that the Spirit indwells us; that the Father adopted us—all of this screams of a great and awesome love not deserved nor earned.  What this love does is it changes everything.  When you experience this love, when you come to truly know it you realize that with it comes a new Head; a new Home; a new Hope and a new Help… 

Obedience is a love issue— John 14:15

Love is a love issue—1 John 4:19

Hosea 1:2- a pursuing love; a personal love; a prodigal love—Hosea 3- a purchasing love

Zach Seal preached a message dealing with 1 John 3:11-24.  This passage shows the essential nature of love and the practical implication it has on our life.

Because He came…

(1 John 4:1-21)

In light of Christmas season, I wanted to talk with you about the coming of Christ.  I don’t like diverging from the text, so it was a joy when I realized that I wouldn’t have to…as we will see in 4:1-21 there are 3 references to the coming of Christ and tonight I want to ask you… He came because…_____ (you answered to seek and to save the lost; to satisfy God’s wrath, to show God’s love, and others)….

Tonight we turn the tables and consider because He came

…our confession must be Christ (4:1-6)

Everyone has a confession—a statement of faith; who or what they are trusting in—a confession is rooted in the heart/mind and spoken with our lips

Matthew 10:32- Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven.

Our confession reveals our convictions—

Such a confession being spoken of here is never seen as just words casually spoken; it is always words preceded and flowing from a conviction/belief 

Psalm 32:4-6

Romans 10:9-10

1 John 1:9 in light of 2 Corinthians 7:10

Philippians 2:9-11

Our confession reveals our camp— John breaks everyone in the world down into 2 camps based upon their confession; he says, they are of God or they are of the world. 

The Spirit of God is such that it professes truth about the Son of God.  This is not a blanket statement, meaning if someone says Jesus has come in the flesh it is a validation to everything else they say.  Rather, this is a statement dealing with the heresy at hand.  If you say, Jesus came in the flesh and he wants me to be healthy, wealthy and wise is not a genuine confession; for the implications of Jesus Christ coming in the flesh go against the conclusion you have reached.

If it is our confession that He came in the flesh; then it must be our conviction that He sacrificed His place in heaven; He suffered in our place; and while on earth He showed us the way we should live…

John 13:15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.

1 Peter 2:21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps.

1 John 2:6- He who says he abides in Him ought himself also to walk just as He walked.

That being said, to say He came requires a conviction concerning the manner in which He came and its implications on our life.  If Jesus came in the flesh and lived a holy life—how ought you to live?  If Jesus came in the flesh and put God’s will above His own—where should your want to’s rank?

Only 2 camps.   I use the term camp intentionally, because John pictures the 2 as warring parties.

Using words like, “Antichrist,” overcome, greater than…

The term overcome, is it past tense or present tense?  Past.  But more than that, it is the perfect tense in Greek. 

The basic thought of the perfect tense is that the progress of an action has been completed and the results of the action are continuing on, in full effect.

How were they overcome?  At the cross—yes.  Perhaps more than that—at your conversion.  You overcame the world—but how—look at 5:4—for whatever is born of God overcomes the world.  And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

If we have victory through Christ—no need to live in the past.  We cannot claim victim status as Christians.

Our reception also reveals our camp--

Who do you listen to?  Are you listening to the world that tells you that if you believe you can achieve, live your best life now; it is all about you; you deserve…

Or are you listening to the word of God that says you must decrease and He must increase; you must die so that He might live; your life is not your own and more than that, you life is not about you.  Not just mere hearing, but the idea of allowing to resonate and reside in your heart; to give ear to… to invite inside

What is your confession?  Who are you hearing?  What camp are you in?   A bit mellow dramatic???  Matthew 12:30—he that is not with me is against me, and he that gathers not with me scatters abroad.

1 Corinthians 12:3- Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit.

…our conduct must be consistent (4:7-11)

It is our conduct that validates and verifies our confession. (7 and 8)

Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works is dead.  But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.”  Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works.  You believe that there is one God.  You do well.  Even the demons believe—and tremble. (James 2:17-20)

Love is of God (7) the origin of the love God wants you to show is Himself; if I gave Jonathan $100; who gets Jonathan’s appreciation. Me.  But if Zach gives me $100 to give to Jonathan and I share the money and the knowledge of its origin with Jonathan, who gets Jonathan’s primary appreciation—Zach.  Who gets his secondary appreciation—Me.

Seek Secondary Appreciation.  

God is love (8) Love is not God; God is love.  Love is a quality of God; not the quantity of God.  

God showed us His love (9-10) in Christ coming to die; that we might live.  God the Father sent His Son—the mere act of sending Christ to the earth was enough to prove His love; yet it didn’t stop with the sending of Jesus; verse 10 speaks of how that love was further demonstrated, not only in the sending of Jesus but in the sacrifice of Jesus.  He came to die.  More than a manger, 

God’s love compels (11) Verse 11—since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another in a similar manner—

…our confession and conduct are both critical (4:12-16)—in light of the truth seen in verse 12- that no one has seen God at any time; the final point I want us to be clear on is this…our confession and conduct are both critical.


Because no one has seen God at any time—


Because everyone will see Christ one day—

Because the only way for them to be ready for that day is if they meet God before that day—and how can they believe in whom they have not heard…

4:2 Jesus Christ has come…

4:9 God has sent His only begotten Son into the world…

4:10 And sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.

4:14 The Father has sent the Son as Savior of the world.

4:17 Day of judgment…

1 John 4:17-5:5

What is the purpose of 1 John?  What are some themes/words that we see showing up throughout the book?  Who is writing the book?  When is he writing it?  What has he seen prior to writing it? (Review because 4 week break for holidays)

Love Factor
1 John 4:17-5:5
Love is devoid of fear (they are opposite each other in the way they work… love changes, fear chains; love operates on relationship (who is…), fear operates on consequence (what might…); love is life giving, fear is exhausting…

Fear may move you faster, but love will move you farther.

1) The love of God seeks our good

2) The love of God seals our future

Love is not only devoid of fear, it also drives out fear.

Love drives out fear. (they aren’t just opposites, they are opponents).  Fear cannot drive out love; it can distract you from love; but the love of God will still remain.  When the love of God is received, fear of God is ceases to remain.

1) Love is stronger than fear

2) Love is something we must grow in. (Philippians 1:9-more and more…)

Loves drives all who follow (v. 19)

We love because He first loved us.  It is His love the fuels ours; in fact, it doesn’t just merely fuel us; it is funneled through us.  The love I show Matt, if I take credit for it then Matt is moved to exalt me; but if Matt sees my love for Him as God’s love to him then Matt is moved to primarily exalt God, and then me.  The proper channels in which you are to funnel God’s love back to him are 3 fold as seen in this passage…

1) Relentlessly loving your brothers (1 John)

2) Joyfully obeying His commands (Dt. 28:47)

3) Continually trusting/leaning/depending on His Son (Gal. 2:20) faith necessitates humility 
The Divine Case for Christ 

(1 John 5:6-21)

The Witness Stand:

The Father identified Jesus as His Son

Water and blood- baptism and communion (Calvin/Luther)

Water and blood- flowing from Jesus’ side 

Water- birth of Jesus; Blood- death of Jesus

Water-baptism; blood-death; 

Spirit- who spoke in the OT; who led Christ in His ministry (into the wilderness, to the cross); and also, he raised Christ from the dead –Jn 15:26; 2 Pt 1:21; Acts 1:16; Heb 3:7-11)

The Birth—testimony rained down from heaven via Gabriel and other heavenly hosts (Matthew 1; Luke 1 and 2)

Baptism- the testimony of God descended as a dove; and as a voice (Matthew 3; Luke 3)

The Death—testimony came in the form of an earthquake; a torn veil; graves opening and dead people walking; Matthew 27:50-54

*In each of these three events we see something significant

The Son identified Himself with sinners-with, not as—he is not a sinner, but he is compassionate to them; Heb. 4:15

At his birth- Philippians 2:5-7 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming the likeness of men.

At his Baptism—Matthew 3:15

"Jesus was baptized to identify with a rejected remnant. We, by baptism, identify with a rejected Christ."
At the cross--…and being found in the fashion of a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.

John identified something significant—he was God on the cross 

The Faithful:

Many men have testified Jesus was God’s Son.

His family-James- went from being a scoffer; to a martyr

His friends- Thomas doubter; Peter; John

His enemies are eyewitnesses- Paul

Nothing to gain; everything to lose; most lost everything

The Faithless:

Many men have testified that Jesus was not the Son of God

Who will you believe? listen to the One and Only True God.  God cannot lie (Hebrews 6:18; Titus 1:2)

John says… listen to God.  It’s greater.  Weightier.  Larger.  God doesn’t need another witness; He is enough.

His Witness Still Stands:

The witness has been given; He has testified of His Son (past tense); yet the testimony has present tense implications.  John leaves no room for a that was then, this is now approach to the testimony of God.  This is the witness of God…He who believes…this is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life and this life IS in His Son…He who HAS the Son…

What is at Stake?

John ultimately lays forth the testimony of God; the testimony of men; declares the testimony of God is greater; and then shifts focus from the witnesses who are declaring to consider the jury who is deciding.  Testimony that Demands a Verdict!

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him up on the last day. John 6:44

John 3:18-; Romans 8:16
Eternal life The testimony isn’t merely about the life and death that Jesus lived; but about the death and life He calls us to; the death to ourselves and to our self-reliance; and the life that comes from Him, in Him and for Him…eternal—not only in time, but in value.

In His Person—Christ in you, you in Christ; …the witness in himself… has the Son has life… Colossians 1:26-27

Union with Christ: (NOT) 

     1) metaphysical—one in essence with God (pantheistic);

     2) mystical (2 lives become one—Christ living through us, negating us living—Galatians 2:20- I have been crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me; and the life which I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God…

     3)Psychological- as a teacher to a friend; external bond so close you lose yourself in his leading

Union with Christ: (IS...)

1) Judicial (2 Corinthians 5:17-21)

2) Spiritual (Romans 8:9-11)

3) Vital—John 15; Romans 12; 2 Corinthians 4:16) (E)

Enter the presence of God—Hebrews 4:16; intercede for people—don’t gossip, intercede

2 Real Options

1) Unpardonable sin- Matthew 12:31-32—ultimate rejection of Christ; 1 John 2:19

2) John 17:9—Ananias/Sapphira; 1 Cor 5; 1 Cor 11-communion

Doesn’t command us to not pray, just beware that this prayer may not be answered…

Enjoy the power of God—whatever we ask…gives an example—a brother in sin (God will grant him life); wicked one does not touch him (Mark 3:27)

Enable the praise of God—know who He is; if anyone is IN CHRIST, He is a new creation…

John says amen.  He says, the new creation is a man who hates sin; who loves people and who, in displaying both, walks in the ways of God.  

We do not believe Jesus is the Son of God!  We are saying, God; You are a liar! Oh help us! And He says, You don’t have life.  

Jesus is the Son of God.  The same Spirit that raised Christ from the dead also gives life to your mortal bodies…

Our praise is the culmination of joy felt for Him.  If we don’t know Him for who He is we can never praise Him as He should be praised; because the Jesus of your making and mine will never be as glorious as the Jesus Who Is.  Never.  

A Jesus who lets you sin isn’t more glorious, he may be more compatible with your lifestyle—but He is not more glorious.

A Jesus who is just all right with you isn’t glorious, a Jesus who is your homeboy isn’t more glorious.  And in the end, if You are in Christ, such a Christ will be an abomination in your heart. 

So what do I do with this?  1)Recognize your union with Christ; your standing with Him; your need for Him 

2) Pray.  Stop talking about people to people and start talking to God about people.

3) Keep yourself—stay in His word; walk by faith

4) Praise Him for who He is…if all that happened tonight was you were reminded of who Jesus was, that’s enough to lead you to praise Him.

5) Keep yourself from idols.  This is the natural outflow of knowing verse 20—this is the true God and eternal life.

The Spiritual Examining Room

(1 John 5:13 and recap of overall message of the book)

Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith.  Test yourselves.  Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified. (2 Corinthians 13:5)

The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who can know it. (Jeremiahs17:9)

The word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is the discerner of the thoughts and the intents of the heart. (Hebrews 4:12)

Search me O God, and know my heart.  Try me, and know my anxieties; and see if there is any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.  (Psalm 139:24)

1 John 5:13-These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of the Son of God. 
Allow 1 John to do what it was intended to do; to be a book whereby one is assured of their salvation, able to test the fruit of others in wise discernment and point people to examine themselves.
Are you Scripturally struggling with sin? We have discussed in here a “Theology of Struggle” and throughout the word of God we see reference to the Christian’s struggle with sin.  Luke 18:9-14-the justified man; Romans 7- Paul’s great treatise on his struggle; Peter’s denial, departure and return (John 18-21)…

And here in 1 John 1.

God is light—to walk in the light is to walk in Him—to walk in Him is to see your sin; in seeing sin we are wise to confess it to God and forsake it through His power and grace (repentance)

Victory is in Christ (1 John 2:1-2)

3:4-9: Sin isn’t your practice—2 week video tape vs. 2 second snapshot (a life indwelt by the Spirit of God)

Are you striving to keep His Word?

Now wait…isn’t that contradicting yourself?  You said to struggle with sin is an evidence of His Spirit… but your obedience is also; do you revere His word; Has He changed the desires of your heart?  Has He given you a new song?  Are you His?  


Son’s imitation of his father….Micah wants to be like me… (2:6)


2:28-29 Confirmation comes with being conformed

Are you sincerely loving Him? (played out in your love for people and for Him over the world) 4:20-5:2

3:1-3; 4:19- HIS LOVE RUINS OUR HATRED OF OTHERS; He adopted you when you hated Him (not a Barney type love of I love you, you love me we’re a happy family…but rather, I love you …you hate me, despise me, defy me; despise me…won’t you be a part of my family

2:7-11—hatred is a sin problem (rooted in pride); hatred is a sight problem rooted in self (turn a soul into an object of your delight)

3:10-23- (3:16) He laid down His life for us (our love of the brethren is a must)

4:7-21 Christ’s coming showed us love; our love shows Christ’s coming to the lost world

Are you staking everything on Christ?

1:1-4 Eternal life is in Him

2:18-27
Truth isn’t relative


3:24-4:6 Jesus came in the flesh

5:4-21 Jesus is the Son of God.  He was born of a virgin, baptized and died—but is alive.  The story of the Gospel is told in by the 3 witnesses and we must accept it.

1 John not just to Examine your faith; but to enhance (enjoyment (1:4) and holiness (2:1))—whereby He is more highly exalted and to endure (5:13 in NKJ and see 1 John 2:26)!
A WORD ON SOURCES USED DURING THIS STUDY:

* Over the course of this study many sermons were heard and many sources were read in preparation to preach.  While this took place after initial preparation was complete (reading of text; study and meditation), sometimes the sources referenced showed a better handle on the material.  Thus, on 3 occasions direct outlines were used; and on other occasions illustrations heard or truths derived were noted in the messages.  The following persons were cited or used at one time or another during the course of this study, in order of usage:

John MacArthur; D. Martin Lloyd Jones; John Piper; Mark Driscoll; Jeremy Westbrook; Matt Chandler; Millard Erickson; Dr. Gray Allison; Paul Washer and several other commentaries from early 20th century up to today.  These men have, in many ways, done a great job in either expositionally preaching or faithfully writing on 1 John.  These men’s words, nor mine are what contain any power—yet God’s Word can revive the soul, make one wise unto salvation, rejoice the heart and speak forth life into our mortal bodies.  May these notes encourage you in one direction—toward the book of 1 John, the Bible and the person of which, by which and for which it was writer—Jesus Christ.
